
  Page:                        LAMORINDA WEEKLY               925-377-0977                www.lamorindaweekly.com           Wednesday, April 20, 2016B2
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$5 off Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 5/31/16. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

SPRING SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

Book Chronicles Life in Cambodia’s 
Killing Fields From a Local’s View
Owner of Papillon Cafe’s own story of loss and triumph  
is captured by acclaimed author Jil Plummer
By Jennifer Wake

Most little girls spend their 
childhoods dancing in prin-

cess dresses or planning tea parties, 
but Chanbopha Oum, now known 
as Brenda Oum, co-owner of Papil-
lon Gourmet Coffees in Lafayette, 
spent her childhood fighting for her 
life.
	 When she was 5-years-old, 
Oum and her family were forced 
from their home in Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia, by the Khmer Rouge 
army, consisting of teenage peas-
ant guerillas led by Pol Pot begin-
ning in 1975.  With a goal to form 
a communist peasant society, all 
forms of capitalism, Western civili-
zation, city life, religion and all for-
eign influences were extinguished 
by the Pol Pot regime, cities were 
evacuated, and citizens were forced 
into slave labor, resulting in ap-
proximately 1.5 million deaths due 
to execution, malnutrition, over-
work and disease over the next 
three years. 
	 Oum’s mother, two brothers 
and her sister joined millions on 
the four-day death march from 
Phnom Penh, where they traveled 
on foot at gunpoint to what has be-
come known as the “killing fields.” 
Oum’s family was subjected to 
a life of hard labor until they es-
caped to Thailand before coming to 
America on Feb. 28, 1987.
	 When local author Jil Plum-
mer heard Oum’s childhood story, 
she approached her about writing a 
book about it. “Remember to Re-
member,” was released in Febru-
ary, with over 100 people attending 

the Feb. 14 book launch at Papil-
lon. While filled with tragedy, the 
book is a tale of hope, underscoring 
the resilience and determination of 
one little girl and her will to perse-
vere. 
	 The book follows Oum through 
her childhood as she finds inventive 
ways to survive the labor camps 
in Cambodia, then as she and her 
family cross the Thai border to the 
refugee camp Khoo-I-Dang where 
she meets Liu Chea, now known 
as Tom, the other co-owner who 
greets Papillon customers from 
behind the counter with his wife, 
Brenda, by his side. 
	 “The book is really a love sto-
ry,” said Plummer. “It’s wonderful 
having Tom in the background sup-
porting her. People always forget 
about him, so sweet and quiet.”
	 Chea helped Oum and her fam-
ily enter the Thai refugee camp il-
legally, and hid them under a floor 
while securing their identification 
tags for the camp. He shared his 
rations of food with the family and 
directed them to ensure their safety 
while they hid.  He eventually fol-
lowed the family to the United 
States, where he asked Oum to 
marry him.
	 To capture the stark prison 
camp conditions and to describe 
the Cambodian countryside, which 
Plummer says is similar to Thai-
land, the author used detailed diary 
entries written by her uncle when 
he was interred in a Japanese pris-
on camp during World War II. She 
also pulled from her own childhood 
memories when writing the book, 
which she calls a fictionalized true 
story. 
	 While researching the book, 
Plummer learned many things, 
such as what currency was used at 
the time, the different dialects spo-
ken and the types of shoes people 
wore. She even learned how to 
grow rice. But she was drawn to re-
search about the brutality of these 
types of regimes and how people 

can learn to be so cruel.  
	 “Education is so important, 
especially the liberal arts, to see a 
broader view,” she said.  “I always 
thought Pol Pot and Bin Ladin were 
so well-educated, but they were 
bitten by a bug that got into their 
heads.”
	 The events of the book are ac-
curate, but small, descriptive piec-
es were added that Plummer felt 
might have happened under those 
circumstances – a water buffalo 
sighting at the side of a pond; a but-
terfly floating by in the rice fields. 
	 “Children have short attention 
spans. I wanted to add what a child 
would do,” said Plummer.  “There 
is so much tragedy in the book, 
so I added certain parts to lighten 
it up.”  The final product is a nar-
rative that flows beautifully, with 
fully-formed characters that leave 
you rooting for their success.  
	 “When I started the book I was 
amazed by the whole story,” Plum-
mer said. “It made me realize how 
petty our problems often are.”  
	 She and Oum have recently 
been invited to speak about the 
book at local book clubs and Plum-
mer plans to attend an author event 
at the Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center this summer.  
	 “Remember to Remember” is 
available on Amazon.com or you 
can pick up a copy at Papillon in 
La Fiesta Square, where you will 
likely find Oum and Chea smiling 
behind the counter, and Plummer 
at a table, coffee in hand, chatting 
with friends.

Jil Plummer	 Photo provided

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

Are You Ready For

El Niño?
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GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

GRADES K-12 
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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS
Flat Monthly Fee

Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
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Must present coupon. New students only.

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR

Fair Trade Festival Held at SMC
By Sophie Braccini

Students surround Nick van 
Santen, the assistant director 

for Justice Education and Immer-

sion at Saint Mary’s College, and 
Program Administrator Cherie 
Grant, at the April 15 Saint Mary’s 

College Fair Trade Festival. 
	 Van Santen who initiated the 
festival, said that some 1,000 
students came through for lunch 
while exploring the fair trade 
booths. The eclectic mix of ven-
dors included Just Coffee from 
Mexico, FairTrade Design that 
imports accessories from all 
over the world, the women’s 
Bean Project from Denver, 
San Francisco-based Alter Eco 
Chocolate, Numi teas, the As-
ante Network, Tcho chocolate, 
and the Saint Mary’s group En-
actus that is partnering with the 
Christian fair trade movement 
to bring solar electricity to refu-
gees and homeless communities.  
	 Van Santen said that the 
fair trade festival was a great 
way to highlight some of the 
Saint Mary’s Lasallian val-
ues through quality educa-
tion and respect for all people. 
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CA BRE 01902148

Sales - Retail - Management
Residential - Commercial - Leasing
925-254-5636 ppm4rent.com

Serving Lamorinda Area

 C abinet  M odifications

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
We can help with home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, 
shelving, crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels!




